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minutes when he usually took a walk in our large
garden, which he himself had arranged according to
his own taste, and in which he had personally planted
many trees. From early in the morning he had
lectures, visits to the hospitals, then he received
patients and often visitors in connection with his many
activities and duties. Only around eight o'clock did
this extensive activity come to an end. Even after
dinner and two glasses of strong tea, he usually spent
another two or three hours alone with his scientific
studies or with some literary work. His associates in
the various branches of his activities often said that
'* Professor Sikorsky has thirty-six working hours a
day/' He surprised the men who worked with him by
the remarkable uniformity of his frame of mind, the
excellence of his speeches and lectures, by the remark-
able accuracy of using words and expressions, and by
the clarity of his intellect which never left him
during his long life up to the last twelve hours. His
time was occupied by hard work and his profession
constantly brought him in contact with disturbing
tragedies of life. In spite of this, the striking aspect
of his personality was calmness, friendliness and
idealism with respect to the higher values of life.
The remarkable harmony of these characteristics,
together with professional and scientific ability, made
his personality very attractive, particularly to people
in some moral distress. Many of them came to see
him for advice and assistance.
I do not know much about the early years of my
mother. She, too, received an education in a medical
college, but the responsibilities of a mother did not
permit her to continue her scientific work, in spite of